328                           TEMPORARY KINGS                       CHAP.
the indigenous ceremonies connected with the primitive
autumn Saturnalia, which celebrates, in the worship of the
mother goddess, the revival of the generative principles
of the earth. ... In the ceremonies themselves we have the
incarnation in a girl of the spirit of the Devi, the annual
abdication of the Chief, his period of taboo, the substitution
for him of a chosen victim who is given his title of privileges,
formally enthroned and no doubt till comparatively lately
finally sacrificed, and the restoration of the king in pomp
after his vicarious sacrifice." l
In Bastar the ceremonies which comprise the abdication
of the Rajah and the enthronement of a mock Rajah in his
room are called the Nawaratri and last nine days.    They
begin on the afternoon of the fifteenth day of the dark part
of the month Kunwar (October).    The Rajah first goes in
procession to the temple of Kachin Devi, where a girl, seated
on a thorny swing and rocking to and fro on it, is supposed
to be inspired by the goddess and in that state prophesies
how the ensuing year will end.    The girl appointed to be the
mouthpiece of the goddess is chosen from the sub-caste
to which the priest belongs, and she is first ceremonially
married to the priest.    She is usually about seven or eight
years old, but she is allowed to play her part in the ceremony
every year until she arrives at puberty, and even after that,
if she is chaste and continues to live peaceably with the priest.
Armed with a stick and a shield, she, in the character of the
goddess, fights and vanquishes a man similarly equipped,
who represents an evil spirit come to prevent the Dasahra
from taking place and to bring evil on the people.    On his
return from the temple to his palace the Rajah formally resigns
the government to his prime minister (Dewari) in order to de-
vote himself wholly to religious duties during the rest of the
Nawaratri days.   All that time he may wear no clothes ex-
cept a dhoti and ^pichhori: his body is smeared with sandal-
wood paste ;  and instead of a turban he wears a wreath of
flowers on his head.    He may not ride in any vehicle nor put
on shoes, and he must sleep on the ground.    He may neither
salute nor receive salutations.    In short, he remains in a
state of taboo from the first day of the festival to the ninth,
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